A piece of soap (after H. Munro)

Norman Gortsby was sitting on a bench hidden behind the bushes in Hyde Park. It was a
warm May evening. The sun had already set, and it was rather dark, but he could still make
out the faces of the people who were walking past him and hear the sound of their voices.
He was a philosopher and liked sitting in the Park watching people whom he didn't know.
While he was wondering who they were and where they were going, a young man came up
to the bench, gave a quick look at him and threw himself down by his side. The newcomer
was well-dressed and looked like a gentleman. His face was sad, and he sighed deeply.
"You don't seem to be in a very good mood," said Norman. The young man was silent. He
only looked at Norman again and there was an expression in his eyes that Norman didn't
like.

"I really don't know how it all happened." he began at last, "but I've done the silliest thing
that I've ever done in my life." He spoke in a low voice, almost in a whisper.

"Yes" said Norman coldly.

"I came to London this afternoon,"” the young man went on. "I had a meal at the hotel, sent a
letter to my people, giving them the address and then went out to buy a piece of soap. They
are supposed to give you soap at the hotel but it's always so bad that I decided to buy some
for myself. | bought it, had a drink at a bar, and looked at the shops. When I wanted to go
back to the hotel, [ suddenly realized that I didn't remember its name or even what street it
was in. Of course, I can write to my people for the address, but they won't get my letter till
tomorrow. The only shilling [ had on me when [ came out was spent on the soap and the
drink and here I am with twopence in my pocket and nowhere to go for the night."

There was a pause after he told the story.

"I'm afraid you don't believe me," he added.

"Why not?" said Norman. "I did the same thing once in a foreign capital. So, I can
understand you very well."

"I'm glad you do," the young man said with a pleasant smile. "And now I must go. I hope by
the time it gets quite dark I'll have found a man who'll believe me like you did and will
agree to lend me some money."

"Of course," said Norman slowly. "The weak point of your story is that you can't produce
the soap.”

The young man put his hand into his pocket and suddenly got up.

"I've lost it," he said angrily.

"It's too much to lose a hotel and a piece of soap on the same day," said Norman.

But the young man did not hear him. He was running away.

"It was a good idea to ask him about the soap, and so simple," Norman thought as he rose to
go. But at that moment he noticed a small packet lying by the side of the bench. It could be
nothing but a piece of soap, and it had evidently fallen out of the young man's coat pocket
when he threw himself down on the bench. Turning red, Norman picked it up.

"I just can't allow him to go away like this," he thought, and started running after the young
man.

"Stop!" cried Norman when he saw him at the Park gate. The young man obeyed.

"Here's your piece of soap,” Norman said. "I found it under the bench. Don't lose it again,
it's been a good friend to you. And here's a pound, if it can help you".



"Thanks," said the young man, and quickly put the money into his pocket.

"Here's my card with my address," continued Norman. "You can return the money any day
this week."

The young man thanked him again and quickly went away.

"It's a good lesson to me," Norman thought, and went back to the Park. When he was
passing the bench where the little drama had taken place, he saw an old gentleman looking
for something.

"Have you lost anything, sir?" Norman asked.

"Yes, sir, a piece of soap".

Kycouek mbina (no . MyHpo)

HopmaH lFopTcbm cnaen Ha ckameiKke, cnpaTaHHOM 3a KycTamu B Malia-napKe. 3To 6bin Tenbin
Malickmii Beyep. ConHLE yKe ceno, 1 6bIN10 J0BOIbHO-TaKM TEMHO. Ho OH ele mor
pPaccMOTPETb /N, MPOXOAALMX MUMO HErO HOLEN U PACC/bIWATb 3BYKU UX roa10coB. OH 6bin
dunnocodpom n ntobun cnaeTb B Napke U HabAAATb 3@ HE3HAKOMbIMUW eMy NtoAbMU. B TO Bpema
KaK OH pa3AyMblBa/l O TOM, KEM OHU ABAANNCH U KyAa LWAM, MONOAOM Ye0BEK NoAoWeN K
CKameWKe, MMMOJIETHO B3I/IAHYN Ha cuAeBLLero Ha Heit HopmaHa u ycenca pagom. Hoso
npuwweaLwmnii 6bln XOpoLLOo O4ET M BbIrNAAEN KaK AKEeHTbMeH. OH BbIrNA4eN rPyCTHbIM U
TAXKENo B34bIxan. «Bbl, KaXKeTcA, B He O4eHb XOPOLEM PACNONOXKEHUN Ayxa»- CKazan HopmaH.
Monopgoi yenosek monyan. OH TONbKO elle pa3 NOCMOTPeEN Ha HopmaHa, 1 4TO-TO B 3TOM €ro
B3rna4e He NoHpaBuaocb MopTcou.

«fl AeNCcTBMUTEIbHO HE NOHMMALD, KaK 3TO BCE NMPOM30LWIO»- HA4Ya HAaKOHeL, MO/I0Z0M YENOBEK,
«HO A COBEPLUNA HAUFNYNenLLMIiA NOCTYMOK B CBOEM KM3HW.» OH roBOpM TUXO, NOYTM LWENTan.

«[la...»- xonoAHo ckazan HopmaH.

«fl npubbIN B JIOHAOH CeroAHA AHEM»- NPOAOJIKUA MOIOAO0MN Yenosek. «loen B oTene,
OTNPaBWA MUCbMO C a4PECOM OTENIA CBOMM NOAAM U MOTOM NOLLEN KYNWUTb Mblio. B oTene
06bIYHO O30T MbI/IO, HO OHO BCErAa Takoe OTBPaTUTE/IbHO, YTO A peLlnn Kynutb cebe ceoe
cobctBeHHOE. fl Kynun ero, BbINWA HAaNUTOK B 6ape 1 nobpoaun no marasmHam. Korga s pewnn
BEPHYTbCA B OTE/b, i MOHA/, YTO COBEPLUEHHO HE MOMHIO HM €ro He Ha3BaHMA, HU axe
Ha3BaHWA YNLbl, HO KOTOPOM OH Haxoaunca. KoHeyHo, 1 6bl MOr HanncaTb CBOU NHOAAM U
3anpoCcuTb agpec, HO OHM He NoAYYMUaU Bbl MOEro NMCbMa A0 3aBTPaLLHEro AHA. E4MHCTBEHHbIN
LWWAJNHT, YTO A B3AA € cOb0M 6bl1 NOTPAYEH HA MbIJIO U HANWUTOK, BOT TaK A U OCTaNCA C ABYMSA
neHcamu B KapmaHe 1 6e3 mecTa gns cHa.»

Mocne pacckasaHHOM UM UCTOPUM NOCNen0Basla Nay3a.
«Bbotocb, Bbl MHe He BepuTe.»- 406aBMN MONOAON YeNoBeK.

«Mouemy HeT? OgHaxabl A NONaa B TOYHO TaKYHO XKe CUTyauMo B MHOCTPaHHOM ctoanue. Tak
YTO, A NPEKPACHO BaC NOHUMaAIO»

«Hy 4TO K, NpeKkpacHo»- OTBETMI MOJIOA0M YeN0BEK C A0BO/IbHOM YNbIOKOM Ha nue. «Ho mHe
HY>KHO MATK. l HAAEHCb, YTO K TOMY BPEMEHM, KaK COBCEM CTEMHEET, 1 HAlAy YeNoBeKa,
KOTOPbIN MOBEPUT MHE, KaK U Bbl, U COrNAcUTbCA OA0/I}KNUTb HEMHOIO AEHEer.»



«KoHe4yHo.»- Hecnelwa cKa3asn HopmaH, «eAnHCTBEHHaA OLWNOKa B BaLLel NCTOPUN — 3TO
OTCyTCTBME Y BAC Mblna»

«fl noTepan ero!»- BCKPUKHYN MONOAOM YE0BEK.
«MoTepaTb U OTENb, U MbIJIO — 3TO Y)KE CIMLWKOM AN O4HOTo AHA!»- ycmexHynca Hopma.
Ho mononoi yenosek yxe He caywan ero. OH yberan npouyb.

«Xopouwas 6bl1a naena- cnpocuTb ero NPo Mbino. M Bce cpasy Tak NpocTo.»- nogyman Hopma,
cobupancb yxoanTb. Ho B 3TOT CaMbliii MOMEHT OH 3aMeTU1 MaNIEHbKUI MaKeTUK, NexKalmi
OKOM0 CKaMeMKN. M| HEM 0Ka3a0Cb HUYTO MHOE, KaK KYCOYEK MblNa, KOTOPbIM, BUAMMO, BbiMan
M3 KapMaHa NanbTo AXKEHT/IbMEHa, Korga TOT yCesica Ha CKaMelKy. HopmaH, NoKpacHes,
NOAHSAN 3/10CYACTHbIN KYCOYEK MbiNa.

«fl He Mory No3Bo/IUTb €My NMPOCTO TaK YUTU.»- nogyman HopmaH n nobexan 3a MoNoAbIM
Ye/I0BEKOM.

«Crolte!»- 3akpnyan HopmaH, yBuaes ero y BOpoT napka. Mosozoi yenosek NOBMHOBACA.

«BOT Ballue Mbl10»- Nporosopun HopmaH. «f Halen ero nog, ckamenkon. ToNbKO He TepAanTe
ero 6osbwe. OH CTan Bam XOpPoLWKUM apyrom. M BOT Bam oauH GYHT, CIN 3TO KaK-TO MOMOKET».

«Cnacnbo.»- OTBETU MONOAON YeNOBEK, BbICTPO YOPaB AeHbIN B KAPMaH.

«W BOT BU3UTKA C MOMM aZpecom»- NPoAoKUN HopMaH, «MoXKeTe BEPHYTb AeHbIM B 110601
AEHb HeZenw.»

Monopaoii yenoBek elle pa3 nobnarogapun ero v ywen.

«DTO XOPOLUUI YPOK ANA MeHA.»- nogyMan HopmaH, BO3BpalLasach Ha3ag, no napky.

Mpoxo4s MMMO 3/10CHaCTHOM CKaMelKM, OH YBUAEN NOMKUAOTO AXKEHT/IbMEHa, MLLYLLErO YTO-TO.
«Bbl YTO-TO NMOTEPANM, CEP?»- NOUHTEpPecoBanca HopmaH.

«[la, cep, Kyco4eK mblna.»



