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Aleksandrovsky Square
Aleksandrovsky Square was founded in the middle of the 19th century, during the rapid growth of Minsk. All the empty squares were occupied by spontaneous markets because the city was considered as a trading one. One of these, rather sloppy one, was formed on the site of the current October Square and was called the New Market. The mud here stood impassable mixed by the feet and wheels of the carts of sellers and buyers. There was the governor's palace in front of the market. Apparently, he was tired of the hustle and bustle under the windows, and it was decided to move the market away, and create the square. The square was named in honor of Alexander Nevsky (the chapel of the same name was located on the site of the present entrance to the square at the intersection of Engels Street and Independence Avenue from 1869 to 1929).
The first water supply system was built in Minsk in 1873. But the official opening was on 30 January 1874. The fountain was installed to commemorate this occasion in Alexandrovsky square, and by the way, became the first fountain ever in the city. The ingenious project “Boy with a Swan” was created in 1833–1834 by the German sculptor Theodor Ernstem Kalid. He received a medal for the work at an exhibition in London in 1851. He was ordered for the casting of the same sculpture from the Queen of England. Copies of his famous sculpture were located in Berlin, Wroclaw, in the Royal Park in Warsaw. In addition, there was similar monument in Central Park in New York. One more analogue was in the royal residence on the Isle of Wight — the one ordered by the queen. The famous Minsk sculptor Vladimir Zhbanov claimed that there were about 200 copies of “Boy with the Swan in the world”.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The very first public restroom in Minsk was built in Alexander Square in 1912. It was said that it was designed by an architect who previously hadn't received money for the project of a large and luxurious house of a pan. The architect decided not to deal with the influential and greedy customer, but as revenge he built a toilet in the center of the city, in this park, the toilet that looked like an exact miniature copy of the house of the gentleman who refused to pay.
