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AMARTYA SEN, IDENTITY AND
VIOLENCE: THE ILLUSION OF
DESTINY

AMAPTHUA CEH, MAEHTUYHOCTb U
HACHUJIME: HJIJIIO3USA CY /bbbl

Identity and Choice

Sen's basic thesis is that human beings are
multi-identitied, with each identity bringing a
richness and warmth to our lives as well as
constraints and freedoms. Attributes such as
nationality, race, religion, community, and
class, to name a few, form the basis for
choosing how we construct identity in a
particular context and at a particular point in
time. While highlighting individual freedom to
choose our identities, Sen also points to the
priorities and pressures that limit this freedom
and influence our choice. Challenges may also
arise in convincing the world to see us in the
same way as we see ourselves, particularly as
civil society today tends to privilege religious
identity over the political and social. He argues
against the economists' reductionism of human
beings as self-interested individuals and
proposes that instead people need and want to
be identified by their connection to a group or
groups. Yet he opposes faith-based schools
because children are boxed into identities
without prior exposure to the possibilities,
opportunities and processes of individual
reasoning that enable them to choose for
themselves. This orientation towards informed
reasoning is surely rooted in Sen's own
schooling experience at Shantiketan, founded
by another Nobel laureate, Rabindranath
Tagore, in 1901 in India.

NnenTu4HOCTH M BHIOOP

OcHOBHBIM MOJIOKeHHEM (CeHa SBIIAETCA TOT
(daxT, 4TO N0 MYJIbTUUICHTHYHBI, TIPU 3TOM
KaKJasi MICHTUYHOCTh BENET K OOrarcTBy M

COrpeBacT Hallll JKU3HHM, OJHOBPEMEHHO
OTrpaHUYMBAET HAC U AapyeT cBobony. Takue
NpU3HAKH, KaKk  HAIMOHAJIBHOCTb,  paca,

penurus, o01ecTBo, Ki1ace U T.1., POPMHUPYIOT
OCHOBY JUIS OTPEAEICHUS TOTr0, KaK MBI
CTPOMM CBOIO MJICHTMYHOCTH B ONPEICICHHOM
KOHTEKCTE€ U B OIpENeJICHHBIH MOMEHT
BpeMeHH. Jlenast akIleHT Ha cBO0O/1e MHIUBHIA
B BBIOOpe Hamieil uaeHTuyHOCTH, CeH Takke
BBIJICJISIET MIPUOPUTETHI U JIaBJIEHUE, KOTOpHIE
OTPaHUYMBAIOT HAlly CBOOOJY M BIHUSIOT Ha
BbIOOp. Takke TPYAHOCTH MOTYT BO3ZHUKHYTh
IpU TOMBITKAaX YOEAUTh OKPYKAIOIIMHA MHUP
BUJICTh HAC TaKUMM, KaKMMU MBI BHJIUM ceOs,

0COOEHHO, YUUTBIBAS TEHJCHIIUU
COBPEMEHHOT0 OOIIIeCTBa OT/AAaBaTh MPHOPUTET
pENUTNO3HON UJEHTUYHOCTH, a HE

MOJIMTUYECKON U conuanbHOM. OH BBICTyHAeT
IIPOTUB CJIOKUBILIEHCS Yy 3KOHOMHUCTOB MOJEIHN
PEAYKLMOHU3MA YEJIOBEKAa KaK KOPBICTHOTO
MHIWBUIA, ¥ MIPEAINONIAraeT, YTO0 BMECTO 3TOTO
JIIOIBMU JIBUKET JKEJTaHue UACHTU(DHUIIMPOBATD
ce0si 10 CBSI3U C ONPEACTICHHON TPyNIoi Hiu
rpynnaMu. Takxe OH sBISETCS NPOTUBHUKOM
PEJIUTUO3HBIX IIKOJ 10 TOW MPUYMHE, YTO AETU
OKa3bIBAIOTCS 3aMKHYTBI Ha OJIHOM
UOEHTUYHOCTH 0e3 BO3MOYKHOCTH
CaMOCTOSITEIIBHOTO BbIOOpA u
camooInpeneneHus. Takoe OTHOIIEHME K
OCO3HAHHOMY  BBIOOPY  YKOPEHMJIOCH B
cosHanuu CeHa B €ro IHIKOJIbHBIE TOJbI,
nposeneHHble B 1koje B lllaHTuHuKeTaHe,
OCHOBaHHO# naypearom HoOeneBckoit mpemun
Pabunpanarom Taropom B 1901r. B Mnauu.




