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| brought him home in a cardboard box and
named him Shaun. He was one of those dogs
that give dogs a good name. He effortlessly
mastered every command | taught him and was
naturally well behaved. | could drop a crust on
the floor and he would not touch it until | gave
the okay. He came when | called him and
stayed when | told him to. We could let him out
alone at night, knowing he would be back after
making his rounds. Not that we often did, but
we could leave him alone in the house for
hours, confident he wouldn’t have an accident
or disturb a thing. He raced cars without
chasing them and walked beside me without a
leash. He could dive to the bottom of our lake
and emerge with rocks so big they sometimes
got stuck in his jaws. He loved nothing more
than riding in the car and would sit quietly in
the backseat beside me on family road trips,
content to spend hours gazing out the window
at the passing world. Perhaps best of all, |
trained him to pull me through the
neighborhood dog-sled-style as | sat on my
bicycle, making me the hands-down envy of my
friends. Never once did he lead me into hazard.
He was with me when | smoked my first
cigarette (and my last) and when | kissed my
first girl. He was right there beside me in the
front seat when | snuck out my older brother’s
Corvair for my first joyride.

Shaun was spirited but controlled, affectionate
but calm. He even had the dignified good
manners to back himself modestly into the
bushes before squatting to do his duty, only his
head peering out. Thanks to this tidy habit, our
lawn was safe for bare feet.

Al NnpuMHec ero 4OMOM B KaPTOHHOWN KOPObKe 1
Ha3Ba/ LLoH. OH 6bin 04HUM U3 TeX LLEHKOB,
KOMY TOYHO HYXXHO 6blN10 AaTh XOpOoLlee UMSA.
OH 6e3 0cobbix ycUAUI BbINOAHAN BCE
KOMaH/bl, KOTOPbIM i HAY4MN €ro, U UMen
OT/INYHOE NnoBeAeHMe. 1 MOT YPOHUTb KOPOUKY
xneba Ha noJi, U OH He NpMKacasca K Hew, a
CTOAN U XAan, NoKka A paspewwy. OH Bceraa
NPUXo4nn, eciu A 3Ban ero, N 0cTaBaCs
pPAAOM, ecn A pa3roBapusan ¢ HUM. Mbl Morau
BbIMYCTUTb €r0 Ha YANLY NOCPEean HoYM, 3Has,
YTO OH TOYHO BepHeTCcs 06paTHO. KOHEYHO, Mbl
TaK HUKOrAa He Aenanu, Ho MOr/IM CNOKOMHO
OCTaBWUTb €ro 0A4HOro A0Ma Ha HECKO/IbKO
yacos, byay4n yBepeHHbIMM, YTO He
npounsoinaeT H1UYero y»kacHoro. OH nasan Ha Bce
MaLLUKNHbI, HE TOHACb 338 HUMMU, U e PSAOM CO
MHOW paxe 6e3 noBoaka. OH MOT HbIPATb 40
[Ha 03epa 1 A0CTaBaTb TakKMe OrPOMHbIe
KaMHM, YTO, Ka3asloCb, OHW 3aCTPASIM Y HEro B
yentoctu. OH HMYero He Ntobua Tak, Kak
cemeliHble Moe3KM Ha MallMHe, TUXO CUMAA Ha
3a4HEeM CMAEHUU PALOM CO MHOM. Mor yacamu
rNALEeTb B OKHO U CMOTPETb HAa CMEHSAoLLYHOCA
KapTMHKY MPOMN/bIBalOLLErO MUMO MMpa.
Bo3MOKHO, ny4liee 6b1/10 TO, YTO A Hay4Yua ero
KaTaTb MeHA Mo ABOpPY NpW NOMOLM cobaybux
ynpaXeK Ha MOem Beslocuneae, YTo Bbi3blBanio
ABHYIO 3aBUCTb Y MOUX Apy3el. OH HM pasy He
3aCTaBUN MEHA YCOMHUTbLCA B MOEN
6esonacHocTH.

OH 6bIn pagom, Korga A Bnepsble nonpobosan
curapeTy (B TOT *Ke geHb 1 bpocun) 1 Koraa A
BrepBble NoLenoBan AeBYOHKY. OH 6bin
pagom, Korga A ctawmn Kopsaunp bpaTa u
TaMKOM yexan B CBOO nepByto noesaky. LLoH
6blN1 SHEPTUYHBIM, HO CAEPMKAHHbIM, UTPUBbLIM,
HO BOCMMTaHHbIM. Y HEro XBaTa/io XOpoLInx
MaHep fAaxe B CaMOM MPOCTOM U
ecTecTBeHHOM A/1a 06pasa KU3HU nca gene -
OTOWMTM B KYCTbl, BbICYHYB OTTyAa /MLLb rO/10BY.
Bnarogaps aToli HEBEPOATHOM NPUBbIYKE
MOXHO ObIJI0 CNOKOMHO X0A4MTb 6OCbiM NO
HalleMmy rasoHy.




