Bearing-Wall Houses in Moscow to Pass into History
Chief Architect of Moscow Sergey Kuznetsov intends to apply the experience of the top European cities in terms of apartment block planning. In his opinion, Moscow should be gradually getting rid of uniform houses, dormitory districts and too large yard spaces, as "Moskovsky Komsomolets" writes.

At the "round-table" discussion focusing on the development of the city planning, with top design institutions and building owners involved, S. Kuznetsov sharply criticized the traditional outline plan construction which began to shape from the 60s to reach its heights in the 90s when the residential districts lost their distinctive features, having turned into blurred terrains of the "overnight ghetto". The Chief Architect is convinced that the "Stalin-era apartment block planning with individual houses, compact yards and public ground floors had been more advanced in terms of residential neighbourhood planning than what we ended up later".

As an example to follow he referred to the way of planning the residential neighbourhoods in Hamburg. Among its advantages are a small number of storeys (up to 10 floors), compact yards, diversified transport streams within a neighbourhood, an "individual face" of every house etc. S. Kuznetsov emphasized that "the buildings built in Moscow over the recent years should not be subject to demolition for the sake of implementation of the new principles". But should an opportunity provide for constructing an office in a dormitory district or giving away the ground floors for a restaurant, this should be used.

According to the Chief Architect "issues were currently being raised at the highest level as to giving up the construction of bearing-wall houses in Moscow in concept" to opt for individual projects. However, the social factor gets in the way: integrated house-building factories stand for thousands of employment positions. Moreover, standard houses are 30% cheaper than the monolith, which renders them indispensable, when implementing municipal housing programmes.

Not all "round-table" participants agreed with the conclusion. "Mosproject has built a half of Moscow and you say that our construction designs are bad. Before criticizing one at least might have studied the accomplishments portfolio of the staff," Chief Engineer of the Institute Valery Karganov declared. Director of Moscow Research and Design Institute "Mosproject" Svyatoslav Mindrul, in his turn, pointed out that, while pursuing the desire of changing the ambiance, Moscow should not pattern blindly after Hamburg or any other European city because "Moscow should have its own face". 

Speaking earlier about the prospects of the city development, S. Kuznetsov touched on the issue of the industrial areas which accounted for one third of the city and which could be developed further. "The industrial areas and residential neighbourhoods should be of a brand-new pattern. Those areas should have a good density of the street and road network, a balance between the employment and residential space", - the Chief Architect remarked. He also declared that he intended to eradicate in the city all vestiges of long-delayed construction.
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