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On January, 20 The State Duma adopted on first reading a bill "On Radioactive Waste Management (RW)" introduced  by the Government of Russia. The task of the bill is  to make Russia's position was ratified by the RF legislation in 2005, "Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management. The adoption of the bill would not require additional costs in the federal budget and the budget funds, except funds provided for the disposal of radioactive waste of the federal target program "Ensuring nuclear and radiation safety for the year 2008 and until 2015" and other targets and other programs with activities on radioactive waste, much of which has accrued since the Soviet era in the military nuclear project. 

Sergei Baranovsky, President of Russian Ecological Congress, doctor of technical sciences, professor, academician of RANS
""Such a law, we certainly needed, because too much waste we inherited from Soviet times - is a problem with the disposal of both past and newly generated waste. All these problems must be solved in a civilized manner, together with civil society. I believe that the existence of a law, even if not the most perfect, is better than none. In general, the adoption of such a law - it is a positive fact, but it is important for the second reading to listen to the views of civil society, the deputies made some changes and additions that made  this law more effective. I welcome that the process goes through democratic procedures - everyone who has his own view on this question will be able to express it. And the Internet and the media debate is a very good idea.
Under this law the producer of the waste will pay for it. But you still have military installations, nuclear submarines, medical waste and other legacy of Soviet times. Our organization is engaged in precisely the problems of the Cold War legacy - this is our main program. There is still very much to find out. Before you sort out who will pay for that, you first need to assess this heritage and to understand where our pressure points. The Huge problem is a disposal of carrying nuclear weapons, including nuclear submarines. We should very clearly understand what we will leave, after all the boats will be disassembled will be lay outs of all the nuclear materials and they have to be stored somewhere, but because of their need to recycle or burying. It's also worth huge money. We are doing everything we can to Western countries through the global partnership also took part in it and paid  at least part of the solutions to the problems facing our country.

Frankly speaking, not very much believe that in general, this bill will be passed by State Duma. This law may be the first among those that will create the future legislative framework within which it would be possible to solve the problem of the heritage of the Cold War, possibly through the creation of bylaws.
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