On January, 20 The State Duma adopted on first reading a bill "On Radioactive Waste Management (RW)" introduced  by the Government of Russia. The task of the bill is  to make Russia's position was ratified by the RF legislation in 2005, "Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management. The adoption of the bill would not require additional costs in the federal budget and the budget funds, except funds provided for the disposal of radioactive waste of the federal target program "Ensuring nuclear and radiation safety for the year 2008 and until 2015" and other targets and other programs with activities on radioactive waste, much of which has accrued since the Soviet era in the military nuclear project. 

Igor Igoshin, deputy chairman of the Duma's Committee on Science and High Technology: 

In my opinion, this bill should be passed without delay. All matters relating to radioactive waste management should finally be governed by one law and not as now (by separate provisions in the legislation, which are fragmented). 

The bill quite clearly stated a number of provisions that are the cornerstones in the treatment of radioactive waste. We introduce a unified national system of waste treatment, the body of state administration is Rosatom, it is written who and how pays for its’ burial. The procedure of payment is performed by the one who produces the product and with the established tariff. All these are questions of fundamental importance, and they all reflected in this bill. 

In fact, this problem - the treatment of radioactive waste must be solved and performed as soon as possible. The country has accumulated hundreds of millions of tons of waste, with 85% of them as a Soviet legacy. The minimum task is that we need to ensure that the number of waste disposal has become greater than the number of newly formed. If this bill passes, we can do this in 5-6 years. 

Separately, I would like to respond to the objections of some environmentalists, who say, for example, that the bill, allows to inject liquid radioactive waste into the ground. This injection has been processed in our country since the 60's, this is a legal activity. Incidentally, this method of burial used in other countries. By the way the main issue is that such burial has to be done in compliance with all necessary safety standards and to be accompanied by continuous environmental monitoring. In fact, this is a record of already established practice, which has proven its safety. Of course, this bill should be discussed, and well, that in a society on it is an active debate. I hope that those amendments which will be made will make it more effective.
