On January, 20 The State Duma adopted on first reading a bill "On Radioactive Waste Management (RW)" introduced  by the Government of Russia. The task of the bill is  to make Russia's position was ratified by the RF legislation in 2005, "Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management. The adoption of the bill would not require additional costs in the federal budget and the budget funds, except funds provided for the disposal of radioactive waste of the federal target program "Ensuring nuclear and radiation safety for the year 2008 and until 2015" and other targets and other programs with activities on radioactive waste, much of which has accrued since the Soviet era in the military nuclear project. 

Claes Lindberg, President of the Group of international consultants, SKB (Sweden): 

I think this is a very important step for Russia - the creation of basic conditions for radioactive waste management in terms of organization, methods of financing, a clear division of responsibilities, etc. This is a necessary and positive first step toward getting to start the real work. Judging by our experience on the example of other countries, initially it is necessary to have clear reference terms, organization, financial mechanism etc.

We participated in the analysis of the bill and prepared our opinion about it. We will no doubt support this process, and consider it to be a significant step forward. 

I think that Russia's law is more detailed than similar laws in several other countries. For example, Swedish law is much briefer. It is  more or less allocates responsibility, and  in the case with Sweden, the responsibility for radioactive waste management rests with the nuclear industry, and it depends on nuclear industry   in what way  they decide to do it. Law does not go into great detail, it is concentrated on how to apportion responsibility. In different countries it is different, and there is nothing good or bad in it. For example the regulatory requirements and the law in the U.S. are very detailed. 

I believe that the principle of "pays that one who produces the waste”, is very popular throughout the world, not only in the field of radioactive waste. This is the only logical solution - the one who is the source of waste should pay for its’ treatment. 

We in Sweden, next to one of nuclear power plants (Forsmark nuclear power plant) have got a repository for low-level and intermediate-level radioactive waste. It is in force since 1985. We have a very positive experience in this field. Storage is at a depth of 50 meters below sea level, we have access to it from the ground. We are currently significantly expanding this store to use it also for the radioactive waste generated during decommissioning.
There are differences between radioactive waste and spent nuclear fuel. There is just a repository designed for the so-called low-level and intermediate level waste. Our next project, on which we work, involves the creation to dispose nuclear fuel in deep geological formations. 

In my view, now worldwide, there is consensus that disposal in deep geological formations of spent nuclear fuel and radioactive waste from reprocessing is the only solution, and there are no other viable options for it. In this regard, there are always different opinions, because it is a very sensitive issue, and there will always be different points of view. But in general I would say that the vast majority of world experts and politicians believe this method of disposal is the only one viable option. Other options have also been discussed, such as the release of waste into space, but now it is the only possible way. And in our opinion, it really can be done completely safely with very, very large guarantees.
