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On January, 20 The State Duma adopted on first reading a bill "On Radioactive Waste Management (RW)" introduced by the Government of Russia. The task of the bill is to make Russia's position was ratified by the RF legislation in 2005, "Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management. The adoption of the bill would not require additional costs in the federal budget and the budget funds, except funds provided for the disposal of radioactive waste of the federal target program "Ensuring nuclear and radiation safety for the year 2008 and until 2015" and other targets and other programs with activities on radioactive waste, much of which has accrued since the Soviet era in the military nuclear project. 

. 

Valentin Mezhevich, the first deputy chairman of the Federation Council Commission on Natural Monopolies 

"The concept of this bill, we have considered at the meeting of the Federation Council Commission on Natural Monopolies and unanimously decided then and there - such a bill, of course is indispensable. And, above all, because it puts on a firm legal basis of all the issues of radioactive waste (RW) – the topic which is extremely sensitive for  the population. I recall that several years ago, we ratified the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Nuclear Fuel (SNF) and the Safety of Radioactive Waste. The Convention requires the statutory legal regime for the treatment of newly formed and previously accumulated radioactive waste and this bill is its logical development. And when the law  on the treatment of spent fuel will be passed, it will be possible to say that we have fulfilled all the basic requirements of the Convention. 

Now let’s speak about the merits of the bill on the treatment of radioactive waste contents. In my opinion, it is quite adequately prescribed all the basic provisions of treating with waste in the bill. The important thing is that it marks concepts such as very low-active waste, low-, medium-and high-level waste for the first time in accordance with international practice and the gradation of the IAEA. Depending on the level of radioactivity of waste various forms and degrees of disposals are available. I think this is a very rational approach. We are talking about serious financial costs associated with disposal. 

If I touched the topic of finance, I dare add that the bill is clear and understandably prescribes the whole system of financing of waste disposal. Manufacturers of waste will pay for its’ air-conditioning and disposal in fixed tariffs to the corresponding reserve funds. It is clear that this refers to the newly generated waste. I became acquainted with the objections of a number of environmental organizations on this bill, and they say that financing of the burial system of the "old" waste that has accumulated since the days of the Cold War is not mentioned in the bill. I can not agree with this statement. To dispose this kind there is  a  federal funding  under the federal target program "Ensuring nuclear and radiation safety for the year 2008 and until 2015, and funding from the budgets of the respective companies. It is also possible to attract funds from foreign sources, such as within the international program "Global Partnership". 

Summing up, I want to say that the main advantages of this bill are  gradation of radioactive waste, a clear system of disposal financing , the definition of ownership of the disposal sites for radioactive waste (which may be owned by the Federation or the State Corporation "Rosatom") and from long-term storage of radioactive waste (which may be owned by Russia and Russian legal entities with the appropriate license).It  makes the work with radioactive waste on clear legal basis which  is vitally necessary. " 

Yuri Shevchuk, chairman of the Regional Branch of the Green Cross (St. Petersburg) 

"The main plus of the bill in terms of ecology is a prohibition on the further accumulation of radioactive waste storage, which will reduce waste by 2025 and significantly reduce their total activity. 

At the same time, organization of the work for the safe management of radioactive waste, including pay for it, will be the obligation of the one who makes these wastes. In accordance with the law a special fund will be made.  The companies that produce radioactive waste, will transfer funds for disposal of wastes to this fund. I think this is fair. 

In addition, the law establishes government bodies in the management of radioactive waste. They are a state corporation "Rosatom" and the national operator for the management of radioactive waste, which will determine the government on the proposal of Rosatom. It is important that the bill does not provide for the laying of additional powers to the public authorities of the RF subjects and local authorities. 
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