On January, 20 The State Duma adopted on first reading a bill "On Radioactive Waste Management (RW)" introduced  by the Government of Russia. The task of the bill is  to make Russia's position was ratified by the RF legislation in 2005, "Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management. The adoption of the bill would not require additional costs in the federal budget and the budget funds, except funds provided for the disposal of radioactive waste of the federal target program "Ensuring nuclear and radiation safety for the year 2008 and until 2015" and other targets and other programs with activities on radioactive waste, much of which has accrued since the Soviet era in the military nuclear project. 

Sergei Reshulsky, a member of the Duma Committee on Federation Affairs and Regional Policy: 

I believe that the proposed legislation on radioactive waste management is adequately developed. Of course, we must also carefully study the proposed amendments from environmentalists, community organizations, regional Legislative Assembly. And I like that there are such a lively public debates about this bill, that people express their opinions. That's right, because after all waste storage issue is very topical. 

In my opinion, the most important thing in this bill is that   the whole system of radioactive waste management and   sources of funding are clear. A significant proportion of radioactive waste is produced by the companies of Rosatom, so they will pay for their disposal. Such a global principle: "Pays that one who pollutes". 

In addition, the bill requires the initial registration of all already accumulated waste and it is very important. A next step should be to establish a general scheme of placing all the storage facilities for radioactive waste. And here, I think, we need public discussion. It is necessarily to involve regional authorities, public organizations in this process. And, I think that control by the Public Chamber of the President of Russia will be necessary too.
